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Rwanda Marks The 28th 
Commemoration Of The 1994 
Genocide Against The Tutsi

On 7 April 2022 Rwandans and the world observed the 28th commemoration (also known as 
Kiwbuka28) of the 1994 Genocide Against the Tutsi in Rwanda, and the start of the mourning 
week. At the Kigali Genocide Memorial, President Kagame and First Lady Jeannette Kagame 
laid a wreath and lit the Flame of Remembrance in honour of the victims of the 1994 Genocide 
against the Tutsi.

In his address of the day, President Kagame noted that every year that passes makes us stronger 
and better people. And for being who we want to be, we shall be the ones to decide, not 
anybody deciding for us what and how to be.

• Click here to view photos.
• Click here to watch the full speech.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/paulkagame/albums/72177720297922485
https://youtu.be/-LPNlIa7bAg
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Rwanda and the world marked on 7 April the 28th commemoration of the 1994 Genocide against 
the Tutsi in Rwanda. The commemoration period, commonly referred to as Kwibuka (the 
Kinyarwanda word for remembrance), is an opportunity to pay homage to the victims as well as 
reflect on the transformational journey that Rwanda has been on for the last 28 years.

The Embassy of the Republic of Rwanda in the Netherlands started the 28th commemoration 
program on April the 7th in The Hague. Ambassador Olivier Jean Patrick Nduhungirehe hosted the 
official Kwibuka28 commemoration at the MarriottHotel in The Hague. Themed “Remember – 
Unite – Renew”, the commemoration was an occasion for Rwandans from all walks of life to pay 
tribute to the more than million innocent lives lost.

Program:
• Introduction by Mr. Pascal Murasira, Master of Ceremony
• Lighting of Urumuri Rutazima, the never-ending light of hope (by the four speakers)
• Minute of silence
• Welcome remarks by Mrs. Saskia Bruines, Deputy Mayor of The Hague
• Remarks by Mrs. Christine Safari, Chairperson of IBUKA-Netherlands
• Video of the testimony by Mrs. Immaculée Mukamuhirwa, Genocide survivor
• Remarks by Mrs. Kitty van der Heijden, Director General for International Cooperation in the 

Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs
• Keynote address by Mr. Olivier J.P. Nduhungirehe, Ambassador of the Republic of Rwanda to 

the Kingdom of the Netherlands.

Click here to view photos.

Kwibuka28 In The Netherlands
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https://www.rwandainthenetherlands.gov.rw/index.php?eID=dumpFile&t=f&f=41444&token=b66e846374fd88106dc49b717c39bffb780ed386
https://www.rwandainthenetherlands.gov.rw/index.php?eID=dumpFile&t=f&f=41550&token=cc54bf59e763cd873a734d6b637537988c2ba6e5
https://www.rwandainthenetherlands.gov.rw/index.php?eID=dumpFile&t=f&f=41443&token=0e11bfa5c3b5cbe2f9f09bdbf9452ed5959b9960
https://www.rwandainthenetherlands.gov.rw/index.php?eID=dumpFile&t=f&f=41442&token=249513e28a868bba890222c7a188031c430250fa
https://www.flickr.com/photos/rwanda-embassy-nl/albums/72177720297926776/with/51990009681/
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Kwibuka28 In The Netherlands
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Ambassador Nduhungirehe Mrs. Kitty van der Heijden Mrs. Saskia Bruines

Mrs. Christine Safari

Ambassadors signing the Kwibuka 28 
commemoration book

Mr. Pascal Murasira
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On the 8th of April, the Embassy of the republic of Rwanda in The Hague and Ibuka Netherlands 
organized a Walk to Remember in The Hague, the international city of peace & justice, as part of 
the Kwibuka28 program in the Netherlands.

Click here to view photos.

Kwibuka28 Walk To Remember 
In The Hague
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Kwibuka28 Night Vigil 
In The Hague

The night vigil is based on Rwanda’s tradition of 
mourning during which the community gathers to 
remember their loved ones. During the Kwibuka28 night 
vigil time on the 8th of April organized by the Embassy 
of Rwanda and Ibuka Netherlands, Rwandans and friends 
of Rwanda came together at Church of Our Savior in The 
Hague to comfort each other and honor the memory of 
the lives lost during the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi.

Click here for the photo album.
Click here to read the article (in Kinyarwanda) by IGIHE.

Ambassador Nduhungirehe

https://www.flickr.com/photos/rwanda-embassy-nl/albums/72177720298030619
https://www.flickr.com/photos/rwanda-embassy-nl/albums/72177720298026265
https://igihe.com/amakuru/u-rwanda/article/ibuka-hollande-yahuriye-mu-bikorwa-byo-kwibuka-jenoside-ku-nshuro-ya-28
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“In Rwanda, and all over the world, emerging 
technologies have driven innovations to contain the 
Covid pandemic, and mitigate its impact on livelihoods. 
This has sped up changes that were already underway. 
The way we live, work, and interact with each other will 
keep evolving, as technology does.” President Kagame 
at the Launch of the Centre for the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution on 31 March 2022.

President Kagame Launches Centre 
For Fourth Industrial Revolution

“Rwandans are a people who strive for self-
reliance, even within their modest means, and the 
struggle focuses on how to get better and 
additional means to achieve even more.” 
Chairman Kagame in Kigali on 30 April 2022. 

Click here to view photos.

President Kagame Chairs 
RPF Congress

Click on the image to start the video
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LYyvZHULczo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/paulkagame/albums/72177720298520438/with/52039827438/
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On the 27th of April the Dutch celebrate 
Kings Day. Minister Vincent Biruta was 
the Guest of Honour for this National 
Day of the Netherlands which coincides 
with the Birth of His Majesty King 
Willem Alexander. Minister Biruta 
praised the excellent relationship that 
happily exists between the two countries.

Minister Biruta Praises Excellent 
Relationships With Rwanda At 

National Day Of The Netherlands

Central Bank Governor, John Rwangowbwa presented the monetary policy and financial stability 
report on 29 March. Rwanda recorded strong growth in export earnings in 2021 thanks to the rebound 
of business activity from the Covid-19 pandemic as well as the rise in global commodity prices and 
improvement of trade in the region.

The central bank said on Tuesday that last year the country generated $1,531 million from exports, a 
rise of 8.8 per cent from $1,407.5 million in 2020 when export revenues contracted.

“The upward trend for non-traditional exports 
registered over the last few years is a 
reflection of (the) impact from the Made in 
Rwanda programme, which records an 
improvement from the supply chain 
disruptions caused by the Covid-19 
pandemic,” the reports says.

Click here to read more.

Rwanda's Export Revenues 
Grow By 8.8 Per Cent 
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https://www.newtimes.co.rw/news/rwandas-export-revenues-grow-88-cent
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Rwanda’s GDP grew by 
10.9% in 2021 

Early March, Minister Uzzeil Ndagijimana together with Yusuf Murangwa, the DG of 
National Statistics of Rwanda briefed the media on the economic growth of the year 
2021 and how various sectors contributed to the overall economic prospects. As the 
key contributors, services contributed 48% Agriculture contributed 24% Industry 
contributed 20%. Net direct taxes accounted for 8%. Click here to read the interview  
with Minister Ndagijimana in African Business.
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https://african.business/2022/03/finance-services/we-expect-double-digit-growth-for-2021-says-rwanda-finance-minister/
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In 2021, Rwanda Development Board recorded growth in key sectors that include 
investment registration, tourism, exports and skills development compared to 2020.  
The year 2020 was characterized by the global economic slowdown that resulted from 
the impact of COVID-19.

RDB Records Highest 
Investment Registration 

Amid Covid-19 Pandemic

In 2021, Rwanda Development Board recorded 
growth in key sectors that include investment 
registration, tourism, exports and skills development 
compared to 2020.  The year 2020 was 
characterized by the global economic slowdown 
that resulted from the impact of COVID-19.
RDB registered investments worth US$3.7 billion in 
2021, up from US$1.3 billion in 2020.  This is the 
highest investment registration to date, and was 
driven by strategic investment projects. The new 
investments are expected to create 48,669 jobs – 
representing a 97% increase from the previous year. 
The government aims to create 214,000 new jobs 
from investments and other employment sources 
every year.
Economic sectors that attracted the most significant 
r eg i s t e red inves tments in 2021 inc lude 
Construction, Real Estate, and Manufacturing 
(including agro-processing), which accounted for 
72% of all investments registered. Construction 
accounted for 31%, Real Estate 26%, and 

Manufacturing (including agro-processing) 15%. 
Other sectors that attracted significant investment 
are Financial and Insurance Services, Agriculture, 
Accommodation and Food Services, Energy, Health 
and ICT.
Growth of investments in Construction, Real Estate, 
Manufacturing and Agro-Processing is attributed to 
the Manufacture and Build to Recover program that 
provides tax incentives to investors in these sectors. 
This is in addition to the New Investment Code that 
has made it easy for investors to thrive in Rwanda.
Some of the investments registered in 2021 include; 
US$ 237.9 Million by Ultimate Developers Ltd for 
the development of Vision City, Phase Two, a 
US$145.9 Million investment by Rwanda Ultimate 
Golf Course Ltd into the Kigali Golf Resort and 
Villa Project, a US$20.7 Million powdered milk 
project and a US$22.5 Million by Global Electric 
Vehicle Ltd to manufacture Electric Vehicles. 

Click here to read more.
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https://rdb.rw/rdb-records-highest-investment-registration-amid-covid-19-pandemic/
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The Rwanda Development Board in partnership with GIZ Rwanda (Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit) and Harambee Youth Employment 
Accelerator hosted a Global Business Services (GBS) conference last March which 
saw investors and analysts from across the world meet in Kigali to discuss 
investment opportunities and the incentives in place to do business in Rwanda. 

Rwanda Promotes 
Investment In The Global 
Business Services Sector

The conference was attended by a diverse range 
of organisations and partners, who are 
testament to the global business services 
industry’s potential in Rwanda. Tek Experts, 
Deriv, SolveIT, AmaliTech and others shared 
their experience of setting up and operating in 
Rwanda and the support they have received 
from the government, ecosystem partners, and 
other stakeholders to ensure their success.

“Rwanda is a safe place to work from. We have 
witnessed great incentives and support. To 
potential investors, Rwanda is open and ready 
to serve you to run your business successfully,” 
said Joseph Semafara, CEO at SolveIT. 

Godfrey Svenyika, Director at Deriv, also 
shared how seamless it has been to do business 
in Rwanda. “Rwanda makes it easy. Most 
services are available online, including 
payments. It has been a remarkable experience 
to start operations here from infrastructure to 
service delivery. We have really been supported 
by the government and institutions like 
Harambee that connected us to the right labour 
pool,” he said.

During the two day conference, potential 
investors and analysts from across the world 
conducted a site tour at Tek Experts to learn the 
role of tech businesses in Rwanda’s global 
business services sector and how they work 
with partners to get the right talent to enhance 
quality service delivery. 

At the conference, stakeholders discussed 
Rwanda’s ecosystem of digital services 
exporters, how to build the skills to succeed in 
the global business services environment, the 
potential of the sector in Rwanda and Africa, 
and the excellent value proposition that Rwanda 
offers as a global business services destination. 

According to the 2020 World Bank Doing 
Business report, Rwanda ranks 2nd for doing 
business in Africa and 38th in the world. With 
it’s fast growing economy and low risk business 
environment, IT readiness, security and 
growing ecosystem of skilling providers to 
address digital and language skills making it an 
attractive global business services destination.

Click here to read more.
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Rwanda And The Wood 
Foundation Celebrate 

Rwanda’s First Smallholder-
Owned Tea Factory

On the 28th of March, Rwanda's Prime Minister 
Édouard Ngirente attended a ceremony at the 
Mulindi Tea Factory in Gicumbi, where shares in 
the Mulindi Tea Factory were signed over by The 
Wood Foundation Africa and Gatsby Africa, the 
philanthropic investors who had acquired the 
company when it was privatized by the Government 
of Rwanda in 2012. This is the first factory to be 
owned 100% by smallholder farmers in Rwanda.

Sir Ian Wood, Executive Chairman of The Wood 
Foundation, attended the ceremony on behalf of the 
philanthropic investors. He said: It’s been a matter 
of great pride and satisfaction for Lord Sainsbury 
and me to work with the tea farmers at Mulindi.  It 
was difficult, to begin with, but with the 
investments and significant training programmes, 
the farmers’ performance and their income have 
greatly improved.  We are very pleased to be 
handing over a well-established successful company 

and will continue to provide some support for an 
interim period.

The Government of Rwanda has always supported 
initiatives aiming at enhancing the tea sector, one of 
the top sources of the country’s revenues.  
Currently, the sector has a direct workforce of 
60000 people who produce one of premium quality 
black CTC teas in the world. 

“I look forward to seeing continued growth at 
Mulindi, that the business maintains a high standard 
of professionalism and governance, and that it 
continues to act in the interest of its members.” Dr. 
Gerardine Mukeshimana, Minister for Agriculture 
and Animal Resources urged farmers.

Click here to read more.
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https://naeb.gov.rw/index.php?id=24&tx_news_pi1%5Bnews%5D=987&tx_news_pi1%5Bday%5D=29&tx_news_pi1%5Bmonth%5D=3&tx_news_pi1%5Byear%5D=2022&cHash=53e670e9c35a8004968cafef2c2ceefb
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Registration For The 

Commonwealth Business 
Forum 2022 Is Now Open!

We are delighted to announce that registration 
to attend the Commonwealth Business Forum 
2022 is now open. The Commonwealth 
Business Forum 2022 (CBF 2022) will take 
place from the 21st-23rd June in Rwanda and 
will be the first and largest in-person gathering 
for Governments and Business across the 
Commonwealth since the start of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

The CBF 2022 is also open to business people 
and investors from the Netherlands and the 
Baltic States.

The CBF 2022 experience has been designed to 
provide different ways to create meaningful 
connections, exchange knowledge, contribute to 
impactful dialogue and consume information. 
The forum will bring together several Heads of 
Government and up to 1,000 delegates from 
across the Commonwealth including business 
leaders, global thought leaders, investors, and 
the youth. 

Hosted as a partnership between the 
Government of Rwanda and Commonwealth 
Enterprise and Investment Council (CWEIC) 
this year’s forum will address the CHOGM 
theme ‘Delivering a Common Future: 
Connecting, Innovating, Transforming’, with a 
focus on “A Global Reset”, dealing with the 
i m p a c t o f t h e p a n d e m i c a n d t h e 
Commonwealth’s role in rebuilding and 
reinvigorating the global economy.

The forum will unpack, debate & shape agendas 
designed to inform concrete policies and 
partnerships that will:

• Connect the Commonwealth member states 
through trade, investment, and movement of 
people.

• Promote innovation that will harness the 
benefits of the Fourth Industrial Revolution 
and accelerate the inclusive and responsible 
adoption of emerging technologies for the 
benefit of all of society.

• Transform the Commonwealth towards a 
society that is healthy, equipped for the future 
of work and that leaves a sustainable legacy 
for future generations.

Why you need to be at the Commonwealth 
Business Forum:

• Meet and connect with like-minded experts 
and practitioners

• Contribute to and shape policy, programme 
and partnership agendas

• Join new business communities across the 
commonwealth and thrive

• Discover new markets and opportunities 
across the Commonwealth

Click here to apply now! 

More info / available downloads:
CBF Program at a glance
CBF Delegate Information Pack
CBF Sponsorship Deck
CBF Exhibition Deck
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https://chogm2022.rw/CBF/
https://www.rwandainthenetherlands.gov.rw/index.php?eID=dumpFile&t=f&f=42350&token=89488ed4ea611d0c70a1793b91ca15abc5bce66e
https://www.rwandainthenetherlands.gov.rw/index.php?eID=dumpFile&t=f&f=42351&token=0de1b03abb30548f779e9bc5164d3dd0b2da6c3e
https://www.rwandainthenetherlands.gov.rw/index.php?eID=dumpFile&t=f&f=42352&token=3291ed833b1610f825c0448ddcf0fd1da22ced18
https://www.rwandainthenetherlands.gov.rw/index.php?eID=dumpFile&t=f&f=42353&token=3724906413efcc5099f34b574ba21b3ac4f77099
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Ambassador Nduhungirehe 
Visits High Tech Campus 

Eindhoven

On the 23rd of March, Ambassador 
Nduhungirehe was invited by Mr. Andy 
Lurling (founding partner of LUMO Labs) to 
pay a visit to the High Tech Campus 
Eindhoven, based on the great collaboration 
with Mr. Gunther Vanpreat (Consul Honoraire 
of the Republic of Rwanda). 

CEO of the High Tech Campus Eindhoven, 
Mr Jan Willem Neggers, welcomed the 
Rwandan delegation to the smartest square km 
in Europe, which is an ecosystem of 235 high 
tech companies and home to more than 12,000 
innovators, researchers and engineers that 
create the technologies and businesses of 
tomorrow. 

LUMO Labs creates opportunities for impact-
driven ventures in emerging technologies. The 
organization works with FruitPunch.Ai, Goal 
3 and Serendipity; all have identified Rwanda 
as their favourite country and each company 
pitched their initiative to the Ambassador.

Click here to view photos.

Issue No. 113 on the news of March & April 2022 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/rwanda-embassy-nl/albums/72177720297581977
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Follow The Embassy On Social Media
We invite our followers on social media to like & share our posts, react to them and post 
relevant items on our social media pages. This way, you will help spread the emerging 
great story of Rwanda to those who do not yet know. Murakoze!

RwandaFul

Dear reader,

You  are  receiving  this  newsletter  because  you 
have been previously in contact with the Embassy 
of the Republic of Rwanda in the Netherlands. If 
you don’t wish to receive this newsletter anymore 
or if you have any remarks or suggestions for this 
newsletter  please  inform  us  at 
ambalahaye@minaffet.gov.rw

NEWSLETTER
ISSUE 113

Embassy of 
the Republic 

of Rwanda
Parkstraat 15

2514 JD, The Hague 

The Netherlands

Tel: +31 70 392 65 71

E-mail: ambalahaye@minaffet.gov.rw

Website: www.netherlands.embassy.gov.rw

FACEBOOK TWITTER INSTAGRAM

FLICKR YOUTUBE LINKEDIN
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https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4018760/
http://www.youtube.com/EmbassyRwandaNL
http://www.twitter.com/Rwanda_TheHague
http://www.flickr.com/photos/rwanda-embassy-nl
https://www.instagram.com/ambassade_rwanda_in_nederland/
https://www.facebook.com/Embassy-of-the-Republic-of-Rwanda-in-The-Netherlands-151677708237339/
mailto:ambalahaye@minaffet.gov.rw
http://www.netherlands.embassy.gov.rw
mailto:ambalahaye@minaffet.gov.rw

